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Sir: 

This amendment is responsive to the Office Action dated November 1, 2002, for 
which a three-month period for response was given making this response due on or before 
February 1, 2003. Accordingly, a response is timely filed. 

In view of the amendments to the claims and the remarks put forth below, \|^0 
reconsideration and allowance are respectfully requested. rtC^C^^ 



AMENDMENTS 



tn the Claims 

1 (Twice Amended) A method for producing a mixture of nucleic acids, said 
method comprising: 

(a) providing an array of distinct single-stranded probe nucleic acids of differing 
sequence where each distinct probe present on said array comprises a constant domain and a 
complement variable domain, wherein said complement variable domain is at the 5' end of 

said each distinct probe; 

(b) hybridizing nucleic acids complementary to said constant domain with said 
array of single-stranded probe nucleic acids to produce a template array of overhang 
comprising duplex nucleic acids, wherein each overhang comprising duplex nucleic acid of 
said array comprises a double-stranded constant region and a single-stranded variable region 
overhang; 

(c) subjecting said template array of overhang comprising duplex nucleic acids to 
a primer extension reaction that produces a solution phase product comprising a mixture of 
nucleic acids of differing sequence; and 

(d) separating said mixture of nucleic acids from said template array. 



